














NUMBER CLXXXVII. 





By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 


ai 





Io be continued every THURSDAY. 





TuurRspay, Fuly the 29th, 1756. 





To Mr Firz-ADpAa™M. 


a) yM ONG all the grievances that 
w, “Seat correfpondents have from time 
to time laid before you, I have met 


> with no one fituation that bears any 
likenefs to my own, or that deferves 





your compaffion and advice half fo 
much. 1 am the brother of four fifters, am the eldeft 
of my family, ‘a freeman of the city of ‘Tendon, and by 
trade a fhoemaker. My father enjoyed 4 fmall place at 
court; which’l believe, one-year with another, brought 
him in about a hundred and fifty pounds. My mother 


was defcended from the third or fourth coufin of an at- 
tainted 
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tainted Scotch peer, was a lady’s woman when my fa- 
ther married her, and brought with her a very large 
portion of pride, virtue, and fine breeding. My fa her, 
who before his marriage had held up his head very high 
as a courtier, was now of greater confequence than ever, 
in the thought that by this happy match he had al- 
lied himfelf to nobility. My mother indeed had one 
great mortification to furmount, which was, that fhe 
had‘not only contaminated her blood by marrying a 
plebeian, who was formerly a broken tallow-chandier 
in the city, but had changed her illuftrious maiden 
name for the coarfe and vulgar appellation of Mrs. Lay- 
cock. She comforted herfelf however, on the firft ap- 
pearance of her pregnancy, that fo odious a firname 
fhould be qualified in her children with the genteeleft 
and moft elegant chriftian names that hiftory or ro- 
mance could poffibly fupply. My father approved the 
thought ; and no fooner was I a fortnight old, than I 
was chriftened with great pomp and grandeur, by the 
name of Protemy. My eldeft fitter, who came into 
the world a year after, was called WitHELMINA 
CuHartotTa, the fecond Penruesirea, the third 
TELETuHUSA, and the fourth Honorra: There was 
alfo a fecond fon, who died within the month, chriften- 
ed AGAMEMNON. 


WE were all of us trained up to regard thefe names as 


marks of fuperiority over other children, and fuch as 
would one time or other moft certainly make our for- 
tunes. If mafter ProLEMy was naughty, he was not 
chid as a vulgar child, but admonifhed with all the 
gentlenefs and forbearance due to fo illuftrious a name. 
If mifs Wituetmina CuarzoTra, or her fitters mifs 
PENTHESILEA, mifs TeLeTuusa, or mifs Honoria 

| forget 
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forgot to hold up their heads, or were caught at romps 
with the boys, they were put in mind of their names, 
and inftruéted to a up to them. Our dreffes were, if 
poffible, as fantaftic as our names, and the formality of 
our behaviour was of a piece with both, And though we 
were the plaineft children in the world, and had not the 
leaft probable-chance of receiving a fingle fhilling to our 
portions, we were trained up to pride and idlenefs, and 
to turn up our nofes at all the Dicks, Toms and Harrys, 


the Sukeys and Pollys, that were our fuperiors in the 
neighbourhood. = 
Tue neceflary expences to fupport all this pride and 


folly, were more than could be {pared from the narrow 
income of my father; and mafter ProLemy, who was 
now eleven years old, muft have been as totally unedu- 
cated as the miffes his fitters, if my father’s brother, who 
‘was a reputable fhoemaker in the city, had not taken 
me into his care, and fent me to St. Paul’s {chool at his 
own expence. To this accident of my life I owe my 
efcape from ruin. I was called king Proremy by all 
the boys, and fo-laughed at for my importance, that I 
foon grew afhamed of my name; and at the end of three 
years, when my mother thought it high time for me to 
return to court, I chofe to accept of an offer my uncle 
had made me of becoming his apprentice, and entering 
into partnerfhip with him when my time was expired- 
My father’s confent was pretty eafily obtained, as he 
found himfelf in an ill ftate of health, and unable:to pro- 
vide for me: but my mother was inexorable. She con- 
fidered that my great name would but ill fuit with fo low. © 
a calling ; and when fhe faw me determined, the told 


me ina flood of tears at parting, I was the firft Protemy 
that ever made thoes. 


For 
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For my.own part, I had been fo humbled at {chool. 
about my mame, that I never afterwards wrote more. 
than the firft letter of it: and as P very luckily looked. 
more like Philip than Protemy, Ihave efcaped the 
ridicule that would otherwife have been thrown upon 
me, 

AT the erd-of my apprenticefhip my uncle gave me his | 
only daughter in marriage, and dying foon after, I fuc-. 
ceeded to his trade and effects, and to.a fortune in. good 
debts and money, to the amount of four thoufand pounds. 

My mother, who had never thoroughly recovered. 
the fhock of her fon Protemy’s difgrace, died a few 
months after my uncle, and my father followed. her 
this fummer, leaving to my fifters no other fortune than 
their names, which to my great forrow, has not been 
quite fo current in the world as to-enable them to live 
upon it. To be as fhort as I can, they were all thrown 
upon my hands, and are like to continue with me as 
long as I live.. But the misfortune is, that to keep my 
fifters from ftarving, I muft become a beggar myfelf; for 
the expences they bring, and the nothing they do, will not 
fuffer me to goon. By their drefles, their names, and 
the airs of quality they give themfelves, I am rendered 
ridiculous among all my acquaintance. My wife, »who 
is a very plain good woman, and whofe name is Amey, 
has been’ new-chriftened, and is called Amelia; and 
my little daughter, a child of a year old, is no longer 
Polly, but Maria. They are perpetually quarrelling 
with one another about the fuperiority of their names; 
and becaufé the eldeft fifter has two; and the others 
‘but one, they have entered into a combination to tob 
her of both, and almoft to break her heart, by calling 
her mifs Laycock. 


I 
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I nave fhewn them the impoflibility of my. main- 
taining them much longer, and, as tenderly as I- was 
able, propofed their going into fervice: but they told 
me with the utmoft indignation, ‘that whatever a fhoe- 
maker in the city might imagine to the contrary, the 
names of WILHELMINA CHARLOTTA, PENTHESILEA, 
TeLeruusa and Honoria, were by no ‘means fer- 
vant’s names, and unlefs I found myfelf enclined to 
make a better provifion for them, they fhould continue 
where they were. Nay, my youngeft fifter, mifs Ho- 
Norra, who thinks herfelf handfome, had the impu- 
dence to tell me, that if ever fhe condefcended to lett 
out her perfon for hire, it fhould be for other ufes than 
thofe of a fervant: to which mifs TeLreTHusa was 
pleafed to add, that indeed fhe was entirely of mifs 
Honor1a’s opinion ; for that the fin of being a miftrefs 
was not half fo fhocking to‘her as the fhame of being a 
‘fervant. 

You will judge, fir, how defirous I am to rid the 
choufe of them, when I tell you that I have even offered 
to take a fhop for them at the court end of the town, 
and to give each of them a hundred: pounds: to fet up 
with, in any way they fhall chufe: but their great names, 
forfooth, are not to be proftituted upon fhop-bills, what- 
ever their brother“ Proremy, the -fhoemaker, in his 
great zeal to fervethem, may pleafe humbly to conceive. | 
Yet with thefe truly great names, that are not to be con- 
‘taminated by trade or fervice, they have condefcended to 
rob my Till two or three times; and no longer ago than 
laft.week, when I caught my eldeft fifter in the fact, the 
told me with great ‘dignity, that it became her brother 
Proremy to blufh, at laying her under the neceffity of 
doing an aétion that was fo much beneath her, 
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“T rtave'laid the whole affair before the thinifter of the 
parith, who has ‘taken a great deal of pains to ‘reafon 
them into their fenfes, but to no purpofe: and uflefs 
you, Mr. Fitz-Adam, who are a travelled’ man, can 
dire@ therm to any part of the globe, whiere great names, 
gteat pride, great indolence, and great poverty are the 
only qualifications that men look for in a wife, I muft 
fhut up fhop in'a few days, and leave mifs WitHeEL- 
MINA CHARLOTTA, and the other miffes her fifters, 
with their illuftrious names, to go begging about the 
ftreets. If you know of any fuch place, and will do me 
the favour to mention it in your next Thurfday’s paper, 
you will fave a whole family from ruin, and infinitely 
oblige, wage ence | 

LSrR ’ 
Your moft forrowful 
bumble fervant, 


P. Laycock. 


Tue cafe of my correfpondent is, I confefs, a very 
hard one ; and I with with all my heart-that I had dif 
covered in my travels fuch a country as he hints'at. All 
the advice I can give him is, to fend for the minifter of 
the parifh once more, and get his: fifters rebaptized : for 
till they .can be prevailed upon to:have new names, it 
will be altogether impofiible to give them new-natures. 
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